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FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM OF 2004

DR. ELA BAUER BERMAN

Ph.D. from NYU, 2000.

Haifa University, Faculty of Law, academic coordinator at The Posen Research Forum,

Lecturer, Tel Aviv College of Technological Teaching, Dept. of Communication and Film  

The Impact of differing secular intellectual climates on Jewish Diaspora: The Polish intelligentsia, The German Bildung and the Jews.
The research shows the influence that the Polish and German intellectual milieus had on the development of secular intellectual Jewish leadership and thoughts in the turn of the centuries. 

The research focuses on the influence of two European intellectual milieus (Polish and German) on Jewish societies. In particular this study looks at the influence that the Polish and German intellectual milieus had on the development of secular intellectual Jewish thought throughout the last decades of 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries. The research compares how the German bildung and the Polish intelligentsia influenced the local Jewish intellectual life. This research intends to expose the influence that Polish and German intellectual thought had on the development of secular Jewish leaderships. What were the differences between these two models of secular leaderships and did these Jewish layers inspire secular alternatives to Jewish traditional leaderships? 

* The research will be completed in 2011, and will result in a book written in English.
DR. DALIA COHEN-KNOHL

Ph.D. from Haifa University, Dept. of Comparative Literature, 2003.  

Israeli Theater as an Agent of Secularization: Presentation of Modern Ideals and their Reciprocals.
The research claims that contemporary Israeli theater uses a paradigm of contrasting polarities: Modernism and Secularity = Nationality and Democracy, against Religious Tradition = Anti Nationalism and Anti Democracy. The research will focus on a choice of Israeli plays on stage at  Israeli theaters. 

The research deals with the different ways in which the Israeli theater acts as an agent of secularization, and the premise that the ideals of modernity-secularization in the Israeli theatre reflect main notions of the Zionist movement. The Zionist movement based its own principle notion on secular European and Modern principles—both principles firm ideological base of the cultural hegemony of Israel. These ideas of modernity and secularization were strengthened after the rise of the political right wing in the year 1977 especially among the Liberal-left—whose main ideological principle were transcopied in the theater.

I claim that the Israeli theater after the seventies acts as a secularization agent through enforcement of two polar paradigms: Modernism-secularity-nationalism-democracy—Traditionalism, anti-nationalism and anti-democracy.   

*Dr. Cohen-Knohl's research has led to a book published by Nasi publications

YAACOV DEUTSCH

Ph.D. To be submitted to Prof. Michael Heyd and Prof. Guy Stroumsa, University of Toronto, 

Instructor, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, School of History

Christian Hebraism as a Catalyst of Jewish Secularization
The research examines the influence that books written by Christian Hebraists and by Jewish converts had on Jewish authors in pre-Enlightenment and Enlightenment Europe. It will argue that Christian Hebraist books, describing and criticizing Jewish customs, anticipated much of the criticism that Jewish scholars voiced a short time later. Those books promote ideas that led to the secularization of Jews and to a new understanding of Judaism.

The phenomenon known as Christian Hebraism flourished in Europe from the early sixteenth century until the eighteenth century. As a result of the renewed interest in the Hebrew language and in the Biblical text, Christian scholars began to learn Hebrew and study Jewish texts. This led to the broader study of Judaism as an ancient and contemporary religion, and scores of books on these topics were published by Christians and by Jewish converts to Christianity. My study examines the influence the books written by Hebraists had on Jewish authors and on their books in pre-Enlightenment and Enlightenment Europe. I argue that the Hebraist books that both described and criticized Jewish customs anticipated much of the criticism Jewish scholars voiced a short time later. Furthermore, one can see these books as promoting ideas that led to the secularization of Jews and to new understandings of Judaism.    

*The research has led to a book to be published in Hebrew and in English.

DR. NOAH EFRON 

Ph.D. From Tel Aviv University, 1996

Post Doctoral fellow, Harvard University, MIT.  

Chair, Bar Ilan University, Graduate Program in History and Philosophy of Science.

"A Passion for the Universal," Science and the creation of 20th century Secular Jewish Culture  
The research claims that since the 19th century, Jews saw in science a way out of religion and a path to secularization, and vice-versa. The case of America and Israel in the 20th century is examined.

The research has focused on the role of academic institutions, scientific institutions, the organized Jewish establishment, and of individual Jewish scientists in advancing a new science-based secular ethos, both for Jews and for American society as a whole. My initial findings suggest that, in the first half of the twentieth century, science helped both to secularize Jews (newly arrived from the backwaters of eastern Europe), and to secularize America, removing religion-based barriers.

*The research has led to a book, published in English by Greenwood Books.
PROF. SHMUEL FEINER

Ph.D. From Hebrew University, Jerusalem (MCL), 1990

Full Professor, Bar Ilan University, Dept. of Jewish History, 2001

Bar Ilan University, Dept. Of Jewish History, Head.

Religious Laxity, Deism, Acculturation and Secularization in the 18th Century European Jewish Society
The research claims that there is evidence that the European non-religious and anti-religious intellectual trends in Europe of the 18th century Europe had a significant response within the European Jewish society. 
Did the surge of intellectual fervor, whether non-religious or anti-religious, among the intellectual elites of Europe from the early modern era, resonate strongly in European Jewish society? Did the processes that were eroding the sacred dimension of life have parallels in 18th century Ashkenazi Judaism? I am referring to all the diverse non-religious and anti-religious ideas and views that were marked by open defiance or apathy—unlike the ideas or view that would be expected of a Jew who has faith in his God and is committed to the religious tradition. The term as used here covers a very broad spectrum ranging from religious doubts, a challenge to the authority of the Oral Law and the late rabbinical rulings, to the deism fashionable in that period, up to atheism and anti-clericalism. Under the heading “secularization,” all the evidence attesting to non-religious and anti-religious behavior will be examined, as well as that evincing the transition to patterns of life marked by religious laxity insofar as the observance of the commandments, in particular the keeping of the Sabbath, kashrut and prayer are concerned; sexual permissiveness that extends to libertinism; ridicule of rabbis and talmudic scholars, as well as ostentatious acculturation, such as the adoption of fashionable clothing, the reading of “light” literature, and the spending of leisure time in pursuit of personal pleasure. This study is, then, about “doubt” and “sin” in 18th century European Jewry, the broad counter-reaction to them, and the early roots of the processes of secularization among the Jews.
*The research has led to a book being published in Hebrew and in English.

DR. GIDEON KATZ

Ph.D from Haifa University, 2000.

Lecturer, Ben Gurion University of the Negev

Research and editing, Ben Gurion research Center, Sde Boker 

"Hebrew Irrationalism"—The Philosophical Foundations of Secular Hebrew Culture
The research is on the development of Jewish secularity, as reflected in certain points of the history of Modern Jewish Philosophy. It will discuss the philosophies of Spinoza, Leo Strauss, and A.D. Gordon; the 'national spirit', through the philosophies of Nahman Krochmal (Ranak), and Ahad Haam, as well as the ideas of Yaakov Klatzkin, M.Y. Berdichevsky, and Martin Buber. 

As the title already suggests, the topic of the book is the philosophical meaning of the notion of “Jewish secularism.” Generally speaking, I argue that Jewish secularism, on the face of things, is a particular phenomenon. It may perhaps be described as the entirety of texts that come to argue against the authoritative source formed by religious Jewish tradition and to clarify possibilities for the secularization of certain portions of this tradition. I analyze the abstract philosophical foundations underlying this “particular phenomenon.” More specifically, I show that the various possibilities enfolded in a Jewish secularism, the attempts to formulate its basic concepts, and the nature of the decisions arising in the matter of a revival of a Hebrew culture, all derive from philosophical positions on abstract issues—the most important of which is a fundamental assumption concerning the role of reason.
*The research has led to a book published in Hebrew by Yad Ben-Zvi. 

PROF. ARIE NAOR

Ph.D. From Tel Aviv University, 1997

Professor, Ben Gurion University of the Negev, School of Management

Zeev Jabotinsky's Secular Concept of Judaism 
Zeev (Vladimir) Jabotinsky was a secular European Liberal, who saw all religions as cultural manifestations with limited historical meaning. He interpreted Judaism as an expression of the national spirit, and “the holies of the Torah” as a source of inspiration. The research is intended to break the political linkage between the Israeli right wing and religiousness.  

Being a textual interpretation in its essence, the research is based mainly on Jabotinsky's writings and speeches. Thirty two volumes have been already published by different publishers, and there are many uncollected written materials at the archive of The Jabotinsky Institute, including newspaper articles, letters and protocols of meetings. The primary texts will be analyzed against the background of Jabotinsky's intellectual sources, using a hermeneutical approach and philological methodology in interpreting the meaning of the texts. Secondary sources such as biographies, monographs, previous research and articles will be critically examined. A scientific article presents the concept of Judaism according to Jabotinsky on the grounds of his general assumptions, such as human dignity, civil rights and freedoms, morality and its sources in the national and the international arenas, essence of nationalism, social justice, aesthetics, legitimacy and legality, etc. In relation to these and other secular values specific Jewish issues such as the use of the Bible as an inspirational source for social rights, a certain redistribution of wealth and permanent agrarian reform, as well as manipulating the power of belief for national needs will be analyzed. Jabotinsky's claim for the right of the Jewish people over the Land of Israel and its relation to religion will also be discussed.

*The research has resulted in an academic article in a book, written in Hebrew.

Dr. TSAFI SEBBA–ELRAN 

Ph.D. from Tel Aviv University, Dept. of Hebrew Literature

Supervision by Prof. Eli Yassif

From 'Sefer Haagada' to the Jewish Bookshelf: the role of the Aggada in the shaping a secular appeal to Judaism
The research examines the adaptation of the Aggada and the Midrash to the spirit of modern-secular Zionism, as reflected in the most important and well known anthologies of the Aggada and the Midrash, compiled in the early 20th century. 

This research deals with the eastern European project of Hebrew anthologies of the Aggadah in the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries. It focuses on the reconstruction and adaptation of the Midrashic stories in order to suit the spirit of the Zionist movement as a cultural-secular one, while preserving the solid base of the Jewish people's spiritual assets.

A significant cultural turning point took place in Eastern Europe at the turn of the century. This turning point was critical to the evolution and formation of modern Jewish identity. The economical and social changes that had taken place in the western world undermined the traditional cultural and religious structures, and challenged intellectuals to find a new direction- a direction that would enable renewal without the loss of identity. A typical expression of that time's state of mind was the Hebrew anthologies project, which was characterized by collecting and rewriting Midrashic stories for the broad public, as well as for intellectuals and scholars. Famous Hebrew authors such as Bialik, Berdechevski, Buber, Agnon and others were among those who were part of this project. 

The new frames for rearranging the traditional contents were designated to fill the Jewish identity's need of reestablishment on a cultural basis, while showing openness to the European culture on the one hand, and preserving unique Jewish cultural characteristics (such as the Hebrew language, Jewish heroes and the Midrashic Aggadah genre) on the other. The conceptual revolution reflected by the anthologies was expressed by taking the Midrashic story out of the orthodox context, in which it was by then preserved, and rearranging it based on different subjects or on historic chronology. The arrangement and choice of stories, their translation and rewriting, made it possible to base a social ethos on a cultural basis and to create a historical continuity of events which emphasized chosen values and heroes, and created a new national consciousness. 

This project enabled, therefore, the absorption of new ideas and contents in the Jewish culture, without compromising on its spiritual basis, hence assuring its vitality and continuity.

* The research was submitted to and approved by Tel Aviv University, and resulted in a monograph.  

Dr. MALKA SHAKED

Ph.D from Hebrew University, 1986

S. Lecturer, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Dept of Education and Comparative Literature

The character and historical process of secularization of the Bible in Modern Hebrew Poetry since Bialik to the present day
The research indicates that Hebrew poetry has created a secular "Midrash" of Biblical stories, personalities, and motifs, using the Bible as one of the major sources of poetic metaphorization of reality.
The project includes two volumes:

Volume one: Anthology
The anthology includes five hundred modern Hebrew poems, referring to biblical motifs, by one hundred and eighty poets, from the end of the 19th century to the beginning of the 21st century. The poems were chosen according to aesthetic and conceptual touchstones, as a base for analytical and historical research.
The anthology was arranged according to the order of the Biblical canon, referring to Biblical characters, motifs, ideas, events and idioms.

Volume two: Research
The second volume includes an analytical research and readings in Modern Hebrew poetry referring to Biblical themes. The research refers to the poems included in the anthology, examining them from a contemporary cultural point of view.

The research shows two types of poetic reference to the Bible: poems which refer to the Biblical stories in a "Midrashic" way, commenting on it from a modern secular point of view, and poems that use the Bible as a metaphoric vehicle for the interpretation of extra-Biblical materials. Both types demonstrate the tension between secularization of the Bible and “sacralization” of extra-Biblical modern, secular themes and motifs.

*The research led to an annotated anthology, with an introductory essay and an introduction to each chapter of the anthology, published by Yediot Aharonot Publishings in two volumes

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM OF 2006

DR. GUY BEN PORAT

Ph.D. from John Hopkins University in Political Sciences, 2001

Lecturer, Ben Gurion University, Beer Sheba

Secularization in action—a study of agents and entrepreneurs

The research examines how socio-economic changes in Israeli society translate into a variety of secularization initiatives. It focuses on four types of secular entrepreneurships: non-Orthodox marriage and funeral services, commerce on Sabbath, and non-Kosher food. The study provides a detailed description of the secularizing forces in Israel and an understanding of the different agendas and the relations between secularization influenced by economic changes and ideological battles engaged for liberalization. 
The research is divided into two parts: a historical-political-juridical account of the secularization of the public sphere, and a series of interviews with secular entrepreneurs/agents.

* Dr. Ben Porat has completed his book in Hebrew; he is now working on an English "follow-up" version. He has submitted a chapter of his book in English.
DROR GOLAN

Ph.D. student, Bar Ilan University, 

Supervised by Dr. Friedrich Peri and Dr. Neta Horesh.

Secularization: A study on the phenomenon from a psychological point of view

This study is about secularization among Jews in Israel, based on psychological theories of personality, object-relation and attachment. It investigates the subjective explanations—reasons given for the changing from Orthodox to secular, personality aspects, unconscious reasons, and the mental welfare and the extant of social support they get. The connection between all the parts of the study is examined as well.  

Dror Golan has concluded his PhD. research and submitted it to the University Senate. He has also submitted to us a full summary of his work in English
PROF. RUTH KARTUN-BLUM

Dept. of Hebrew Literature, Hebrew University, Jerusalem (Head of Dep.)

Forbidden Scriptures: The Dialogue with the New Testament in Modern Israeli Literature

The proposed project addresses one of the most significant offshoots of the processes of secularization undergone by Hebrew literature in the twentieth century, namely: its dialogue with the New Testament. This pioneering study is a natural continuation of my book Profane Scriptures:  Dialogue with the Bible in Modern Israeli Poetry, in which I examine the secular literary uses of The Akeda, the Binding of Isaac. I now turn from the Hebrew Bible to the Christian New Testament and ask about its expressions and reverberations within Hebrew literature. I claim that an examination of the myriad uses of the New Testament enables us to decipher the essence of secularization in Hebrew and Israeli modern thought and modern writing.
The research intends to show that the attraction to the "Other," and the need to express the individual in Israeli culture, found an outlet within the previously taboo Jesus text. The search for "individual redemption,” especially after the collective effort to establish the Jewish State, drove many Israeli writers to the alternate mythology of this "forbidden text". What seemed to the fathers of Zionism as an unbridgeable gap between the two cultures, became for the Israeli writer, tired of collectivism, bridgeable through the imagery and archetypes of the New Testament. It is only with complete secularization that the taboo Jesus' story could be read metaphorically in terms of the “dissident” artist or the tragic individual. And only with the establishment of the Jewish State, could the physical stations of Jesus’ story be seen, and identified, with their actual geographical context: localized within the Galilean hills or Jerusalem neighborhoods of the Israeli writer. The landscape and scenery of the evangelical story overlaps with the streets and markets of Jerusalem or the Galilee today.
One part of the research, on Nathan Zach's involvement with the New Testament is complete, and was published by Hakibutz Hameuhad Publishings.   

DR. RACHEL LIVNE-FREUDENTHAL

Ph.D. from Tel Aviv University in Jewish Studies

Senior Lecturer at Alma College

The Beginning of the "science of Judaism" ("Wissenschaft des Judentums") and its 
establishing as a basis for secular Jewish identity. 

The research focuses on the conditions, roots and sources for the foundation of the "science of Judaism," its paradigms and patterns. The beginning of modern historiography in the Jewish world created the basis for a secular attitude towards the Jewish legacy. The new "science of Judaism" marked the point of reference for the Jewish discourse from the early 19th century until today.

Dr. Livne-Freudenthal is in the final stage of her research. 
Prof. RON MARGOLIN

Ph.D. degree from the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 2000. 
Professor, Tel Aviv University. Head of the program in Religious Studies.

The "Sanctification" of the Secular and Religious Secularism in Israeli Culture and Modern Jewish Thought

The term "religious secularism" refers to the type of secularism that attempts to deepen human experience by sanctifying earthly life. In contrast to “New Age” spirituality, religious secularism acknowledges the limitations of the human mind and the relative cultural characteristics of religious writings. The Kantian endeavor to ground religion and circumscribe it within the bounds of reason can be viewed as the earliest stage of modern religious secularism.

Dr. Margolin has completed his research and it will be published as a book in 2011. 

DR. ROSS NICHAM 

Ph.D. from Ben Gurion University, Beer Sheba
Lecturer, Department of Jewish Thought, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Be'er-Sheva 

& Kerem Seminary for Teachers, Jerusalem.

"Heretical" Late Neo-Hassidism in the Writings of Agnon, Sadeh, Steinman, and the Later Buber

This study examines modernist, heretical and anti-traditional dimensions in the so-called "Hassidic" creativity of the second wave of authors engaged in neo-Hassidic writing: Shmuel Yosef Agnon, Pinhas Sadeh, Eliezer Steinman, and the later Martin Buber.

The research demonstrates how a distinctly traditional reservoir serves as a source of inspiration for reconstructing an alternative Jewish identity that disengages from the halakhic and Talmudic definition of rabbinic Judaism. The study traces the development of a specific post-traditional anti-rabbinic track, and examines the degree of continuity and change that took place in this heretical and modernist representation of Hassidism in the course of the 20th century.

Dr. Ross has completed his research and it is now ready for publication. The first volume has been approved and scheduled for publication this year (2011) by the publishing house of Ben Gurion University. He has submitted a detailed report on his work.
DR. ELI SHAI

Ph.D. in Jewish Mysticism from Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 2004

Ph.D. in Hebrew Literature from Ben Gurion University, Beer Sheba, 2004

Cultural correspondent, literary critic 
Shabbatean heritage as a radical starting point for creation of new and secular Jewish culture
The history of the Shabbatean movement after the death of its founder evolved in three major sections: The believers who kept their faith within secret circles of rabbinical Judaism, the believers who followed their savior and converted to the Islam forming thus the Doenmeh sect, and the believers that converted to Christianity under the leadership of Jacob Frank, who brought them to be baptized by the Catholic Polish church. All three wings of the movement within Judaism, Islam and Christianity kept their esoteric original faith in the gospel of Shabbatai Zevi, while acting outwardly according to the conventions of their external religious identity. However their inner teachings and rituals were part of a far-reaching messianic revolution, which had a strong impact on the creation of modern secular Jewish culture, as well as on western culture as a whole. 

The objective of the proposed research is to cover the wide spectrum of radical doctrines developed within the Shabbatean camp, from the 17th century until the present day. The Shabbatean heresy will be presented as a liberating, creative and avant-garde force with a sharp influence on a variety of social and cultural aspects and which had envisioned new era in the role of Judaism within western culture, while driving its inspiration from ancient mystical sources within Jewish Kabbalah.
Dr. Shai has written several chapters of his research and he is now involved on the remaining chapters. In 2011 he is expected to complete the first draft of his book. 
Dr. WILF EINAT, Member of Knesset


Ph.D. from Cambridge University, England

MBA Program, Dean’s List, Graduated #2 in Class of 350. INSEAD, Fontainebleau, France, 2002  

B. A. in Government and Fine Arts, (MCL), from Harvard University, Cambridge MA. 1996

Office of Shimon Peres, Scientific Advisor

How voluntary global communities are transforming the global political arena
The research seeks to explore how the Jewish people are responding to the challenges of globalization. Specifically, looking into how Jewish organizations, leaders, and philanthropists are restructuring the Jewish People to become a global community in a global world, capable of supplying its members with a sense of identity and belonging, and how they work as a global community to influence the global agenda. The research explores questions such as a new way of belonging, the concept of membership and "citizenship" in a global community, related rights and duties, new forms of organization, tools of governance and data collection, managing geographical mobility, competition with other communities, relation to the nation state as the basic political, and new ways of supplying economic and defense to the community. Finally, I explore whether the emergent structures, organization, and concepts of membership of the Jewish People can provide a model for new global communities seeking to organize themselves to meet the threats and opportunities of globalization."

*The research is complete, and has been submitted and approved by the Cambridge University academic committee.
PROF. ZEEV ZAHOR

President of Sapir Academic College

The Secular Roots of Israeliness
Chapters of the research:

Ben-Gurion: Statism as a nation-building factor

Jabotinsky: Universalism and Jewish particularism

Holocaust survivors in Israel and their influence on politics and culture

The kibbutz: the avant-garde that became peripheral

The first Israeli government – shaping a collective ethos

The USSR in Israel during the first decade: mutual admiration

Center and periphery in Israel as a cultural factor

The politics of memory: who shaped the Israeli narrative

Summary: The Israeli ethos changes direction

*The research has been published as a book by Am Oved publishers.
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DR. AVIVA ARGOV

Ph.D. in Hebrew Literature, from Bar Ilan University, 2006

Secularization trends in the Orient Jewry and their reflection in writings of Burla, Shemi, Shamosh, Michael and other writers.
Novels and short stories will be selected from the writings of Burla, Shemi, Shamosh and Michael that present their works in the early and middle 20th century. Secular trends will be explored in their works, showing an ambivalent attitude to religion and Rabbis in Jewish oriental societies. Using the environment described in the stories, subversive tendencies will be examined with regard to secularization. In addition, the social standing of Sephardic woman in the Jewish communities within the Semite region, will be examined as signifier of secularization tendencies. Those subversive undercurrents, which include women’s social standing, question the common belief that oriental Jewry in the beginning of the 20th century was religious.
DR. RONI BAUM-BANAI
Ph.D. from Tel-Aviv University, 2005.
Jews from Islamic countries in Israel—from tradition to secularism 
Since the beginning of mass immigration into Israel in the fifties, the immigrants from Islamic countries have undergone two parallel transitions: one of religious extremism, the other a process of secularism.
Although the religious process including its social, political and cultural implications has been thoroughly investigated by many researchers, the work done on the secularism process to date is very limited.
The reasons for this lack of research are obvious—as the eastern orthodoxy has become a significant factor with the appearance of Shas party in the mid-eighties, the eastern secularity does not have any clear social, cultural or political representation.
Following the above, the goal of this research is to try to map the main characteristics of eastern secularity in Israel, its development and impact on the general Israeli population and specifically on the eastern society.

DR. EZER KAHANOFF

Ph.D. in Jewish History of the Middle Ages, London University, 1993

Secularization in the Sephardic Diaspora in Islamic Lands of the Middle East and North Africa.
The proposed research will focus on three core objectives: The first, to compare the essential forms of secularization of Jewish Sephardic communities in western Europe in the 16th to 18th Centuries with those in the Sephardic Diaspora in Islamic Lands of the Middle East and North Africa during the corresponding period (an unexplored subject, until recently). The second and third objectives are to uncover the essential forms of secularization that I believe typify Mizrachi Jews in the 19th and 20th Century, and to compare them to the essential forms of secularization of Sephardic communities in both Western Europe and Islamic Lands in the 16th to 18th Century.

IRMA KLEIN
Ph.D. student, Dept. of Philosophy, Bar Ilan University, supervision Prof. Avi Sagi 
The Construction of Jewish Secular Identity in the Art of Film
No other domain of Jewish artistic activity embodies the transformation of Jewish traditional culture in the era of secularization and modernization like the art of film. Representing the human face and figure is a transgression of Jewish law and one of the most entrenched taboos in Jewish culture: the prohibition on the representation of Man that was made in the image of God. Cinema—in its ability to record and reconstruct human reality to an unprecedented degree—offers, therefore, a unique opportunity to study a new cultural field of Jewish secular expression, whose prolonged scholarly neglect is a serious lacuna in modern Jewish research.
This study seeks to illuminate the contribution of cinema to the construction of Jewish secular consciousness. It presents the nature of cinema as a vital and necessary apparatus for both reflecting and facilitating the confrontations and adjustments experienced by Jews in the process of secularization. The overwhelming attraction of major Jewish artists as well as thinkers to the new medium is explained by investigating the ways in which cinema—both as an artistic practice and a central social institution of the secular era—functioned primarily as a mediator between the rapidly changing world and the more than ever changing Jewish subject.

DR. TAL KOGMAN

Ph.D. From Tel Aviv University, 2000
Modernization and secularization processes of Jewish Ashkenazi culture at the 18th and the 19th centuries 
My proposed research concentrates on the modernization and secularization processes of Jewish Ashkenazi culture during the 18th and the 19th centuries, as expressed by Hebrew popular science published at this time. During this period, great changes occurred in attitudes toward science in modern Jewish culture, and scientific books for the general public, lexicons, scientific textbooks and scientific articles in Hebrew periodicals (and even science fiction books) were all published in increasing numbers, gaining more and more legitimacy within Jewish culture. This study is aimed at reconstructing the motivations and ideologies of the people who disseminate scientific knowledge within Ashkenazi culture, and describing the traditional constraints they faced. I intend to study the contribution of the Hebrew popular science to the secularization of the Hebrew language, and to the growing openness and involvement of the Jews in the modern European scientific culture. 
DR. MORDECHAI ZALKIN

Ph.D. from The Hebrew University–Jewish History  (SCL) 1996.

The “Tarbut” Hebrew Educational Network as the Platform for Modern Secular Jewish Identity  
The study of the history of European Jewry until WWII concentrated on three major aspects: the religious, the literary, and the political. The study of the religious domain examined issues such as the rise of the Hassidic movement; historians of the modern Jewish literature examined the expansion, and the main figures of the developing Hebrew literature. Scholars concerned with the political domain were preoccupied mainly with the ideology and the modus operandi of the Zionist movement. 
Only a few studies attempted to examine the developing modern Jewish, as well as Hebrew, educational system, which flourished in Central and Eastern Europe since mid-19th century. Thus, this subject was discussed only partially, in studies conducted by Jewish scholars as S. Levin and M. Eisenstein. However, the modern Jewish schools, and particularly the Tarbut educational network which was characterized by its secular worldview from the beginning of the 20th century, were hardly granted any attention in the historical research. The marginalization of this aspect in the historical research of interwar Jewish life in Europe is even less understandable while we take into consideration that the Tarbut educational network alone had, by early 1930’s, hundreds of kindergartens, schools and teachers’ seminars. Besides these impressive figures, the most important point, culturally speaking, was the syllabus in these schools which reflected, first and foremost, a modern Jewish secular worldview. Most of the lessons were dedicated to the study of sciences, history, geography, literature and languages. Jewish studies were also included in the curriculum, but they were taught in the spirit of the “Wissenschaft des Judentums” on the one hand, and as part of the national Zionist worldview, on the other. As I see it, this phenomenon, which was revolutionary by its nature, served as the main platform for the realization of Mosses Mendelsohn’s vision of modern Jewish identity, as well as for the cultural transformation that interwar young Jewish generations have undergone through their encounter with the surrounding European cultured society.

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM OF 2010
DOV ELBAUM

BINA–Center for Jewish Identity and Hebrew Culture

Bible and Talmud Studies in the Israeli Secular Public School System (Mamlachti)

In this proposal I wish to put forward an applicable alternative for reading and teaching Tanakh. I am suggesting a reading, which is visionary on the one hand, but does not attempt to determine an ideological dogma of any kind on the other. I suggest a reading which responds to the deep search for moral values, that has guided the Jewish people since the time of the Tanakh until the present day. This way of reading Tanakh has within it the vision and mission of raising moral, ethical questions which guide the individual journey of every reader of Tanakh. This approach will lead the reader/student on a spiritual, intellectual quest for answers to basic existential questions in relation to his/her personal life and his/her relation to the Jewish people and to all human beings.

My suggested way of reading Tanakh will rely more on question marks than exclamation points. It is my hope that this approach will ultimately lead to a rekindled interest of the Israeli school system in the Tanakh and in its vision for the mission of humankind. 

DR. MANAR HASSAN
Ph.D. in anthropology and sociology from Tel Aviv University, 2009

Secular tendencies in Palestinian-Arab society in Israel 

The proposed research will examine and follow the growth, development and various manifestations of secular tendencies in Palestinian-Arab society in Israel. It will do so by seeking a correlation between an ongoing urbanization process and urban existence, and the growth of secular tendencies. Growth of secular tendencies will be examined in light of the changes taking place in the processes of urbanization and urban existence within Palestinian-Arab society. The study will follow a timeline and historical continuum beginning with the late Ottoman period, through the British Mandate period, 1948—the founding of the State of Israel, and up until the present day. The proposed research argues that three main axes of secularization tendencies have affected the studied society, and examines changes that have taken place in them: 

1. Tendencies accompanying urbanization processes until 1948; 

2. Tendencies accompanying the process of de-urbanization from 1948 on; 

3. Tendencies of secularization associated with the growth of urban strata on the margins of the Jewish city (“urban orphans”) and urban motifs in pseudo cities (villages that have “spilled over) especially since the 1990s.

DR. YUVAL JUBANI

Ph.D. (SCL) in philosophy from Tel Aviv University, 2008

Three Basic Models of Secular Jewish Culture
In recent years I have been researching Spinoza's critique of religion and Aharon David Gordon's suggested alternative to traditional religion. While studying the complex and multi-faceted ideas of these two different, seminal philosophers, I sensed a lack of an in-depth typology of the basic models of secular Jewish culture. This study aims to address this need by offering a typology of three basic models of secular Jewish culture. This typology may advance a new appreciation of the array of forces that fostered the impressive spread of secularism within the Jewish sphere in the modern age. Respectively, this typology may also suggest an alternative map of the current forces at work in the secular arena of Jewish culture, and serve as a philosophical compass for its future path.
In this study I wish to put forth two main arguments:

First, the term "secular Jewish culture" cannot be reduced to a single essence, for it extends the category of family, and in a family nothing is discernible beyond a complicated web of interwoven similarities amounting to what Wittgenstein termed 'a family resemblance.' 
Second, as in any large family, so in secular Jewish culture, there are branches corresponding to clusters of attributes, or shared patterns. I shall argue that three basic models are to be found in secular Jewish culture, based on three essentially different conceptions of the secularization project:

I. The Radical Model, attempting to completely secularize Jewish culture by purposefully excluding religion and religiosity from Jewish culture.

II. The Pluralistic Model, aiming to ensure open discourse between individuals and communities, each contributing to Jewish culture according to its religious or secular disposition.

III. The Religious Model, offering a secular substitute for religion without entirely excluding the religious impulse as the radical model does, but by diverting it from religious objects to secular ones.
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Links between Secularization, Modernization and Democratization as conceived by Young Yemenite Leaders 1949–1960 (A case-study of Yemenite "Moshavim")
Since the beginning of Zionist activities in Eretz Israel the unique qualities of Yemenite Jews were recognized as were their expected advantages in the labor market, language and Jewish culture.  The Israeli Labor Party ("Mapai") considered them a source of new leadership among other young immigrants from Islamic-countries who arrived in Israel during the first decade. The Party allocated considerable resources and effort for the young leaders in Yemenite Moshavim and sent them for general education, socialization and ideological courses in special institutions such as "Beit Berl." The research will start at the tented camp in Hashed-Aden where pioneering youth movements were established and at Beit Berl in Kfar Saba.  In both places young Yemenites from conservative and religious homes developed a modern leadership, with liberal, democratic and secular characteristics for a young Israel. The research will follow three key figures and three different Moshavim with Yemenite origins who faced such changes during a fascinating process at both a personal and national level
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Definition and implementation of "Jewish Education" in Israeli secular education system

In the proposed research I aim to clarify the definition and contents of the notion "Jewish Education," as understood by scholars, parents of high school students, and the ministry of Education and curriculum planners, looking for a consensus in definitions and understanding of what is to be included in "Jewish Education," and also to identify the points of disagreements. Identifying these points will allow mapping the different attitudes to the subject 

The subject of "Jewish Education" is part of the public agenda today and captures an important part of Jewish life in the last two hundred years. This subject is an important part of the continuing debate among Jewish communities around the world and among Jews, secular and orthodox, in the state of Israel. Scholars, parents and educators, religious and secular, take part in this continuing debate. Literature on this field of research is in abundance, varied and captures different fields. In recent decades "Jewish Education" has flourished. An increasing interest has brought books, conventions, various publications and conferences that expand this field of research.   
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Yiddish Literature and Social Trends towards Secularization

Prevailing opinion notwithstanding, the most widely read literature among Ashkenazic Diaspora Jewry for 1,000 years was written in Yiddish and not in Hebrew. Accordingly, Yiddish literature manifests, explicitly or implicitly, the unofficial streams of thought in Ashkenazic Jewish society.  These schools of thought resulted later in social changes that began in the late eighteenth century, including the trend towards secularization. The proposed research will focus on the many stories that appear in Yiddish ethical literature and on identifying those unofficial streams of thought that effected the above-mentioned changes, primarily the trend towards secularization. 
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Education as a Stimulus for Secularism: Galilee Moshavot at the Beginning of 20th Century

Settlers in Upper and Lower Galilee moshavot (=settlements) since 1882 were strictly observant Jews. Nevertheless, most of the second generation abandoned religion completely and adopted secular Jewish culture. The proposed research will examine the hypothesis that Hebrew education in the moshavot schools was a decisive factor in that rapid and acute process. The main purposes of the research are: (a) to identify the aspects of secularization, its roots, its dynamics and the various attitudes towards that phenomenon. (b) To combine that particular phenomenon of secularism with larger cultural contexts in Galilee. (c) To explain the role of Hebrew school and Hebrew teacher in the process of secularization. (d) To clarify, through the local phenomenon, more general features of secularism in Eretz Israel during the period.  

All researches of the 2008 and 2010 programs are in progress; detailed reports will be available within a few months. 
